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The #MeToo movement began in 2017 to give voice to women bringing to light issues of sexual
harassment and abuse.
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In 2020 the Black Lives Matter marches rose to give voice to those who had been harassed and
abused because of their ethnicity.

[ B4 X R ] HT4T 2020 5F, AARREMEM I BRAIZILGARS .

More recently there has been the rise of a campaign to stop Anti-Asian hate and abuse. This has
been happening more and more in recent times, even this last week. Someone carved into the
footpath — Asians go home. That’s here in Sydney.
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And here in Australia in the last couple of weeks, 10’s of thousands of people marched against
the abuse of woman.
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Those who do not have power and freedom in their lives have been responding.
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Whilst the Coronavirus pandemic hit many people very hard financially, people losing houses,
jobs, let alone lives. The richest in society got richer. The top 3 billionaires in the US, Jeff Bezos
who owns Amazon, Mark Zuckerberg who owns Facebook, and Elon Musk who owns space
ships and Tesla; they at least doubled their net worth in that time.
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We see these social abuses, these inequalities and want to see society changed. I want to see a

different society
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In the Western Culture that we live in, there is unrest and dissatisfaction about all relationships.
There is tension in the social fabric of who we are as people, each trying to get ahead, there is
tension economically between the classes, those who would be considered working class, middle
class, and the upper classes. There is tension, unrest, and dissatisfaction between different
ethnicities and nationalities.
BERMNEFTGH G LAY, SPTHGXRIESN GHAA R, ERAEAANGILR L5
B#%R, BAAAKBIEAREFE S, MRZE, RLMAARTARER, 2%
e L EN EAZ B ELGF LR HK . TR &I RAZ B G BB EK, BEEF)

AT o

I can feel pulled to march and become a twitter warrior to see change, or I can become totally
passive because these issues are so big change seems impossible.
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So how are we to view these massive social issues that are not only around us, but that we are all
part of?
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Last week was Easter, and we were reminded of God’s goodness, his love and grace towards us
that Jesus would die in our place and be raised to give us life. The world is different now because
a dead person came back to life. We now have hope because of the resurrection. A certain Hope.
TRAREET, KANMREZE EFGEE, AN EF B0, IRKEKREMNE, FF
AERGEMNET. BA—NRANEE, AENERART. BALE, &MNLEA
THE, =R HZ,

This resurrection is such a world changing event that it not only changes our vertical relationship
with God, but the resurrection also changes our relationships horizontally, with each other.
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Only in the death and resurrection of Jesus do we have the resources to see the transformation of
society, this church being a powerful sign to the world of the people God 1s making us to be.
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Today we’ll start generally with what the resurrection hope is for our relationships, before
considering relationships across ethnicities and classes.
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Prayer.
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1. Resurrection Hope for Relationships % % 8 £ & # £
In the first letter of Paul’s to the Corinthian church, he is rebuking the people because of how
they failed to have loving relationships in the church. Chapter 6:1.
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1 If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the ungodly for

judgment instead of before the Lord’s people?
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The social relationships have broken down between those who should forgive and love each other.
Instead of dealing with conflict with each other, they have been taking them to court, to be judged
by someone that’s not a Christian.
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Verse 2,

527,
2 Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to judge
the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will
judge angels? How much more the things of this life!
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At the resurrection, the final judgement Paul says that Christians will have a role to judge the
world. And yet they can’t even deal with little trivial issues, like whose fault was a hole in the
ground that a donkey fell down, or someone paying the correct share of a meal out.
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So many issues that they worried about were trivial in comparison to the coming resurrection.
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Now, Paul’s not saying that there’s no place for lawsuits. Seeking justice is important. But the
vengeful ‘he said, she said’, ‘you owe me’ attitude, the quickness to sue and litigate, and self
interest are part of the spirit of the age of the church in Corinth. And I worry it’s the same here.
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If the Christians in the church who are supposed to have known forgiveness and love from God,

at the cost of Jesus himself — if these people couldn’t forgive one another, what hope is there for
the rest of society.
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The call of the gospel is to lay down our desire to get what we are owed.
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It is totally unacceptable behaviour for Christians.
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The beauty of the gospel can be seen when Christians forgive each other.
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Right now we can look to a time when Jesus will judge, knowing that he will judge everyone. He
will square all accounts, even our sin.
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The resurrection is the key to healing our relationships with each other. In 2 ways, firstly to know
how much we have been forgiven allows us to lay down our judgement of others, and secondly,
knowing that God has got the judgement. Not in a vindictive kind of way — haha! God will get
you! But knowing that he is the good judge, I don’t need to judge in his place.
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There are 3 basic ways that we can respond to being wronged. 2 of them unhelpful, and 1 helpful.
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Imagine that I’ve been wronged, and I can respond
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1. Striking back. & & o
It might be a literal physical attack. It could be words. Or in the case of the Corinthian church
they were suing each other.
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2. Grudge 72 1%
Hold a grudge. Maybe I even say that everythings okay. But I hold on to it. Because it gives me
power over you. You owe me for hurting me, and I’ll bring it out every now and then, I’ll remind
you and other people that you did this. I’ll use it as a tool to belittle you. Or maybe I’ll hold on
to this grudge, and then completely disappear from your life.
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Neither of those options are influenced by the resurrection of Jesus. They are influenced by
selfishness and pride.
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Years of responding to conflict in relationships leaves us with destroyed families, churches,
marriages, friendships.
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3. Forgive /2%
This is the hardest. It means that we actually need to bear the cost. Instead if recouping the cost
by suing, or holding on and charging the cost through a grudge, we need to bear it. That’s what
God has done with our sin, he has born the cost in Jesus’ death.
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This might sound good in principle, but it can be really difficult in practice. It’s very difficult.
Sometimes I don’t want to let go of my grudge. I’ve been wronged and it feels like letting
something that’s part of me die. And it is, but the beauty of the gospel is that when we let our
anger and grudges die, we see the resurrection working in our hearts.
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So, to have reconciled relationships, even before we get to different ethnicities or classes, have
to be people who practice forgiveness.
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2. Resurrection Hope for Racism ##% £ X #) £ F#H 2

We come to a more complicated issue of race and ethnicity in Galatians 2.
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11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.
12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they
arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid
of those who belonged to the circumcision group.
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Paul corrects Peter because he has chosen to separate himself from the Gentiles.

BT P ET IUE(RAR), BAEE g e 5 MEARIE,
15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified
by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ
Jesus that we may be justified by faith in[d] Christ and not by the works of the law, because
by the works of the law no one will be justified.
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Paul had to remind Peter that salvation is not from the law, but God’s grace. And he connects
grace and justification to cultural identity. The identity that we have as Christians is far stronger
and more important than our cultural heritage. Paul himself was proud of his family heritage, he
continued to call himself a Hebrew, and an Israelite, but never at the expense of following Jesus.
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And Paul is talking to Peter, the Peter who had a revelation from God in the book of Acts, that
all people are clean, that there was to be no division between Jew and Gentile.
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But the racial division between the Jews and the rest of the world ran deep. Full of suspicion,
disrespect, and mistrust. His fear of the Jews separated him from others, it’s racism in practice.
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Peter stopped eating food with the Gentiles. Food is such a clear sign of relationships. So Peter’s
racial identity becme more important than his spiritual identity.
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In effect, he may have said one thing in words — God calls all people to be a part of the same
family - but his practice denied the gospel of grace and justification by faith.
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Jesus didn’t die for one ethnicity, there is no one group of people that are more special.
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At the end of Galatians, Paul says in chapter 6,
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15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new
creation.

15 £ E AL AT BALAMRA KX R &, EROHAENEOA

Paul says that because of the resurrection, ethnic and cultural differences are now no longer
important. In the new creation cultural and ethnic differences don’t create tension, but they are
made pure and wonderful, they are one aspect of who we are.
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Revelation 7:9
kT 9
a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb
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It’s a beautiful picture of cultural differences continuing but not dividing.
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Ethnic and cultural differences are a good part of creation that will be purified and endure past
the resurrection.
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In the ancient world, religion was just one aspect of a cultures identity. If you were from Athens,

you worshipped Athena, if you were Delphian, your God was Apollo, Olympia’s God was Zeus.

Corinth near the sea had Poseidon. Christianity changed that.
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Everyone of every city, ethnic people group, nation, all were called to worship the same God.
The implication then is that this God that unites is stronger and deeper and more important than
cultural bonds.
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And yet, following Jesus, putting of the old self and old way of doing things, doesn’t mean that
I put off my cultural identity. That is impossible. But I seek to have my cultural way of doing
things changed, and made pure. No longer can I blame culture — that’s how people from Sydney
do things, that’s how aussies do it. I can choose to stand apart, to put off idolatrous ways of being
a Christian.
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What if I, as a white male was listening to an Asian Christian sister speak of the casual and
deliberate racism and abuse she had received just because of her ethnicity?
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How would I respond?
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My instinct within is to defend my culture and the way I grew up.
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‘It’s not real racism, they’re just jokes, that’s what white Aussies do, they’re just boys being boys,’
and just dismiss her concerns, ‘you’re not able to take a joke’. Maybe even say that this racism
isn’t even as bad as it was when I grew up.
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Or I can remember that my old self, because of pride in my ethnicity is an idol and it tends to

dims actual racism. And I need to remember that I am a Christian first, and a white male second,

and I must treat this sister as an equal child of God, and who God is using to speak to me to

change me into his likeness.
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Each of us need to be aware of our own cultural blindness, and not believe that our way of living
or doing church is the way.
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We are a multiethnic church here. And we are seeking to have a culture shaped not by racism and
ethnic preferences but shaped by the love of Jesus and his resurrection.
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We can be a voice of love to hurt and broken people in our polarized neighbourhood, as we hold
out God’s love.
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So men, model to boys and younger men that woman are sisters to be loved and respected, not
belittled and objectified. Call out racism in the workplace or school, even if it means losing a
friendship or career opportunity. Don’t keep quiet in fear like Peter. Show active love to people
of all nations. Seek to listen to different peoples stories to know how to love.
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3. Resurrection Hope for Classes W& 8 & & # £

We’ve looked at the relationships between each other, and across ethnicities, and so now we
come to social groups and classes.
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Jesus in Luke 14 is at a banquet; verse 7.

ek (BmigF) 4FREZAE, FT7,
7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he told them this
parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour,
for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited.
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He was at a banquet and was watching how the social and class based interactions functioned
around him.
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Those who were closer to the top of the table were considered to be more important. And they
sat with the more important people, they would have conversations to advance themselves.
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It was a form of ancient networking. The purpose of the dinner was to grow relationships to climb
social ladders and get ahead. You wanted to talk with and sit next to people who could help you,
to open doors, to invest in you, and buy good products.
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So you’d sit next to the property developer and think about where the next hot land sale was
going to be. And those people in turn expected favours. If you give me this DA my company will
invest in you. I’ll give your political party this donation. These dinners were signs of power and
status.
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So, Jesus says into this context, don’t take the places of honour and power for yourself.
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But that’s a crazy thought. What’s the point of going to an event designed so that I can talk to
people who can help me, and then not even sitting near them! I didn’t come to this feast to talk
to people poorer than me! I came to get an advantage.
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The whole social system was designed to meet people to perform favours, to try and get control,
power, and freedom.

BAAL KR AR AN A A 243 EF5HKWA, REFRFER. RO 8d,

Jesus instead suggests something radical. Something not focussed upon self. We don’t need to
seek power and control because God has all the power and he has richly blessed us in Jesus.
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He breaks free of this system in verse 12.
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12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your
friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may
invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor,
the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay
you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
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It was a culture of reciprocity similar to some cultures today. Gifts were never free, there was
always obligations attached. You’d never invite a poor person. Says something about the status
of the host, others would feel their time was waste, and the poor person would be embarrassed
because they can’t give back.
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So, the poor would be excluded and the rich got richer.
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Jesus is critical of this system so he says — let’s start a new one based on the resurrection, one
where all people are equally valued as Children of God.
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All richly blessed. Instead of seeking people to gain personal advantage, actively love, befriend,
and serve people who can’t help you, not open doors and get more money.
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The resurrection is our advantage and not what I can gain from rich people.
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The resurrection is what changes our relationships. The glory of the resurrection is so much
greater than whatever we can gain.
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Christians are called to be in relationships with people from other social circles and cultures as
an expression of God’s love and generosity to us. A whole new worldview on how people are
viewed, not as tools to get ahead, but as brothers and sisters.
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Jesus blessed us, brought us out of poverty, gave us ilfe, so we imitate him from love.
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Belief in the resurrection should be the end of the calculations in relationships.
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We don’t follow the way our culture continues in which relationships and friendships are about
what I get out of them.
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It should end the constant, semiconscious inner monologue, “Do I like this person? Do they really
appreciate me and thank me enough? Is this person worth my time? And it should be the end of
our stinginess with out time, wealth, and lives.
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The resurrection calls us to forgive each other and seek to see relationships restored. It cuts our
racism and seeing people as tools to advance.
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Being a church shaped by Jesus’ resurrection models to our community who our God is, one of
love and forgiveness and hope.
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